Foundations of Art

Positive/ Negative Design Project

Directions:

1. On an 18” x 24” piece of paper, make a 16” x 16” square, and within that square make sixteen 4” x 4” squares.

2. On tracing paper, trace the 16” x 16” square grid.

3. Arrange your letter printouts in an interesting way beneath the tracing paper, and trace the outline of the letters.  Be sure that some of the letters overlap, and in order to create a more interesting composition, you can flip the letters and rotate them in multiple directions, as well as cropping some letters so they run off of the grid.

4. When your composition is complete, use a light table to transfer your design.

5. Once your design is transferred to the final paper, outline all of the letters with a thin Sharpie marker.  Once the letters are outlined, start at the top left side of the composition and fill the letters of that shape in with a thick marker.  This represents a positive box.  In the square to the right, fill in the background black, and leave the letters white.  This represents a negative box.   Complete the composition in this manner, alternating positive and negative boxes.  When it’s done, your design should resemble a checkerboard.

Goals and Objectives:

1. Creation of a balanced composition that is aesthetically pleasing and guides the viewers eye  around the page.

2. Show an understanding of positive and negative space.

3. Demonstrate effective use of the materials.

Vocabulary:

1. positive space: Space in an artwork that is filled with something, such  

                                  as lines, designs, color, or shapes.

2. negative space:   The areas around depicted objects.

3. contour:   Line representing the outline  of a figure or shape.

4. contrast:  The degree of difference between the lightest and darkest  

                        parts of a picture.

